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because of increasing labour charges and foreign
competition in buying. The demand for new
prints ceased. The craftsmen turned to other
work for mere pittances. The Ukiyoe school
died. Colour-printing became a thing of the
past. At its best, as an eminent collector
and student, Mr. Basil Stewart, says, it was
an art which " has never been equalled, much
less excelled, in its own sphere. . . The
art of the colour-print artist seems to us all
the more wondertul when we remember that
at the time these prints were being produced
in Japan, Europe had only the coarsest of
picture-books and the roughest of wood-cuts
to show as an equivalent, while they were
sold in the streets of Yedo for a few pence.
Even at the present day," says the same
connoiseur, "no western pictorial art can
approach the artistic excellence, in com-
position, line and colour, of these prints
produced a hundred to a hundred and fifty
years ago; and it is to be regretted, from an
artistic point of view, that the art has been so
completely lost. While, doubtless, craftsmen
are still to be found who could equal the skill
of the old engravers, the knowledge to produce